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1.     Apologies for Absence

2.    Minutes of previous 
 Annual General Meeting

3.    Presentation of Board Reports 
 & Accounts

4.    Appointment of Auditors
  
5.    Election of Regional Management 

Board Members
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2. Minutes of previous AGM

Proposed by: Anne Wignall

Seconded by: Richard Baxter
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3. Presentation of Board 
 Reports & Accounts
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➢ Successes 
o Another incredible response to the NW One Awards, we are so proud to have all of our 

winners attending the National Awards next month
o Seeing growth in more senior teams entering Champs leagues, especially from different 

counties
o

advance of B Papers and the league starting

➢ Challenges 
o Bee Netball programme being stop/start so the momentum of Clubs adopting this age 

group/this programme is very inconsistent. England Netball are due to update later in the 
year I believe

o Netball as a spectator sport vs just participation
o Umpiring 
o As a whole is a mammoth task to keep on top of the mentor scheme, covering play days and 

regional events
o Counties still feel very overloaded with day-to-day operational work as well as the behind-

the-scenes admin that needs to happen. How can we lighten this load?

➢ Areas of focus moving forward
o Formulating the next 2-year WAO plan, to ensure this is an achievable plan for our Region. 
o Regularly engaging with our audience through our fantastic social media presence to attract 

and retain volunteers to support the region
o Plan for the 2024 One Awards and 5-year anniversary of NWC
o Working with Manchester Thunder & EN to make match days accessible to all

 

- Jenny Taylor
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➢ Successes 
o Delivered Joint One Awards with Manchester Thunder 17th June 23

o Most nominations received (160 for 101 unique individuals)

o 'Working As One' meeting with RMB, Counties and EN Staff members 15th April 23

o Circulation and agreement on NW Operational Plan 

➢ Challenges 
o Consult, develop and document the NW 2-year EN Adventure Strategy 

'Operational Plan'

o Ensure universal 'buy in' from all RMB members, EN Staff and Counties 

o Succession planning for RMB members

o Develop more cohesive approach to 'working as one'

➢ Areas of focus moving forward
o Ensure NW Operational Plan reflects, prioritises and drives the business of the 

region

o Ensure regular updates from all members on the progress of the plan

o Identify suitable venue for One Awards in Liverpool for 2024

o Encourage volunteers from across the region to attend One Awards in 2024

o Continue the close working relationship with Manchester Thunder

 

Vice chair Report - Phil Owen
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Performance Report - Sam Longley 

➢ Successes 
o Quantity of successful athletes progressing through different stages

o Links with Manchester Thunder

o Programme run across 5 counties

o Successful play days and match days

o  positional.

➢ Challenges 
o Congested calendar  some could be avoided if players are not forced to play in all 

the additional competitions
o Players being pulled and hang to choose  club, franchise, schools, county

o England Netball criteria's changing  

School games focus and how that impacts on working with franchises.  playing 

them off.

o Time, money, courts, staff, volunteers

o Overload of players/pressures from clubs.

➢ Areas of focus moving forward / next steps
o Partnership with Manchester Thunder 

o  changing slightly on last year, but how counties 

need to support

o

o Finalise NW Performance Strategy - to include giving more guidelines of what we are 

looking for to aid clubs and schools.

o Contracts with EN
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Communications & Marketing Report  
Richard Baxter

➢ Successes 
• Social Media (SM) presence and engagement grown significantly over the last 12 months:

o 10181 Followers (82% growth) on SM followers across FB, IG and X over the last 12 months

o SM Reach grown significantly

▪ Facebook ~ 120,000

▪ Instagram  9109

▪ Twitter / X ~3.4m (Followers of our followers)

o Website has grown to having #90 visits per day averaging 2 pages per visit

• Informative content developed and distributed from SM platforms with great success

o Trial / Pathway information

o Officiating Pathway information and profiles

o Club recruitment days 

• Great coverage of National Schools and National Clubs competitions including Photos from M 

Harlow (EN Official Photographer)

• Tournify App developed and used across the Region to improve NW Netball Competitions and 

tournaments.

• Greater engagement with NW Netball Competitions
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➢ Areas of focus moving forward

• Driving engagement with junior members across marketing platforms  building 

bespoke content for their audience

• Expand use of Tournify across all NW Competitions by 2024/25 season

• Expanding NW specific content for SM platforms (eg Club Profiles, Player profiles, 

Competition profiles)

• Support Counties to improve SM and marketing presence

• Support NW Clubs competing in National Competitions to broaden their audience 

and potential support (Financial) base

• Broaden coverage to include Mixed netball and Men's Netball to profile new growth 

areas of sport and diversity

 

Communications & Marketing Report  
Richard Baxter
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➢ Successes 

o New Junior format  central venue tournament then league and play offs

o U16 National Champs  YWCA Bury 1st / Oldham 3rd

U14 National Champs  KWP  1st / Oldham 3rd

o 47 teams took part in regional senior league (increase from 21-22)

o Senior play offs  great success 

o Blackpool promoted to EN Premier league 3

o 30 schools from 5 counties took part in regional schools in Cheshire which included 

an extra round for all

o National Results

• U19 Wirral Grammer 4th in Finals 

• U16 North Chadderton 4th Finals (Cheadle Hulme 2nd in Cup)

• U14 Withington 2nd Finals

o Dedicated experienced team  regular meetings and contact, with a succession plan

Competitions Report - Estelle Graham
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Competitions Report - Estelle Graham

➢ Challenges

o  Continuous improvement of regulations

o Meeting expectations of varied customer base

o Competing with non-EN recognised competitions

o Overplaying of young athletes / calendar

➢ Areas of focus moving forward / next steps

o Improved junior tournament format for 2024 

o Review of follow-on junior league for all levels 2024

o Working with national group who are looking to standardise the regulations 
nationally as well as increase regional competitive options

o Revamp of senior competition structure 2024-2025

o Continue to improve communication, results and general experience of taking part 
in the competition

o Continue to work with volunteering, officiating and performance (opportunities / 
mentoring / match play)

o Creating events experience for central venue competition and play offs
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Officiating Report  Chris McCall

➢ Successes 
Huge congratulations to all the following umpires on passing the various officiating awards:

o 5 umpires passed their B Award Practical Assessment

 Shannon Phillips, Connor Kelly, Georgina Evans, Madi Baxter, Louise Stapleton

o 26 umpires have passed their A/B written assessment this season, majority with an A Pass

 Paula Burke, Hannah Davies, Jessica Taylor, Connor Kelly, Kate Henderson, Kelly Drury, Debi Perkins,  Heather 

Alexander, Samantha Inman, Samantha Mottershead, Ellie Pearson, Janet Sinclair, Sophie Grainger, Cath Lawrenson, 

Gillian Smith, Mollie Parker, Jay Power, Catherine Bennett, Sammi Clewlow,  Helen Johnson, Jenny Taylor, Jodie 

Mundy, Rachel Jelenje, Zara Priest, Victoria Tunney, Adrian Booth

The theory revision sessions, delivered by Paula Burke, have been beneficial in helping umpires prepare for 

the assessment which is evidenced by the fantastic results that have been achieved . 

Many thanks to Paula for her continued support tutoring and preparing the umpires for their 

assessment. A further 12 umpires will be sitting the written assessment in October.

B Award Assessors
o Ann Burton-Williams and Emma Pike have successfully completed their training and are now qualified B Award 

assessors.
 

I would just like to mention and thank Janet Murray, who has done a sterling job as 
Lead Assessor this season and Supervisory Assessor training up both Ann & Emma.

NW Regional Umpires Rules Forum

o The forums were attended by the majority of the regional umpires and well received - many thanks to Emma 
Pike, Christina Barrow and Sarah Gallagher for delivering the sessions.
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Officiating Report  Chris McCall

➢ Challenges 

1. Practical Assessments

 There remains a high volume of learners across the NW attending courses, at all officiating 

levels. The demand for practical assessments has significantly increased the workload for 

the County Officiating Leads and Assessors.

2. Buy in and implementation of a standardised fee structure

 NW is still experiencing issues relating to umpire expenses given the varied level of 

expenses being paid by leagues, tournaments and teams, including individuals requesting a 

fee of their own choosing. 

➢ Successes continued

o Mentoring Programme
The first year of implementing the programme has gone well, not without some teething problems. The 

mentors and mentees have worked well together preparing for their practical assessment, not so good 

at completing the paperwork.  Going forward it is important that the required paperwork is completed 

and sent in which will inform the assessment planning process. 

Many thanks to all the mentors for their continued support

o B Award (TID) Umpires  7 of our NW umpires were invited to umpire at an EN National 

tournament in Sheffield which was a fantastic opportunity and experience.  We now have 10 TID 

B umpires in the region working towards their A Award qualification.  

(TID = Talent Identification)



AGM
2022/2023

Officiating Report  Chris McCall

➢ Areas of focus moving forward/next steps

o NW mentoring programme

 Continue developing the current trainee B umpires to complete the qualification, opening up 

places on the programme for other learners on the pathway.

 Currently there are 7 umpires who have applied for their B Award practical assessment. 

o Increasing the B Award Assessor Workforce

 There are 5 C award assessors who have expressed an interest in becoming B award 

assessors.  The priority this season was to convert the A Award umpires from C to B 

Assessors and we will now be systematically working through this list as quickly as is 

possible during 2023/24 season.

o A Award Assessor  Progress with EN the need for a qualified A Award assessor in the 

NW to support the development of our TID B Umpires.

o Standardising umpire expenses across the North West

 Development of a formal structure recommending expenses to be paid for all leagues and 

tournaments within the NW.  Before this is put into effect, it is planned to shared it with all 

NW counties for their input and buy in.

I would also like to personally thank the County Officiating Leads for their contribution 

to the region as members of the Officiating TSG, without their support these successes 

 have been possible.
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Volunteer Lead  - Uma Ramanathan 

➢ Successes 

o Volunteers represented NW at the EN Roses Vs Jamaica @ AO Arena Jan 2023 

o A new form for Volunteers to sign up set up in January which seems to be working 

better

o Attended the Regional Schools Competition 

o Attended inter-counties Competition

o Liaised with Abbey Barry NDO GM on EDI tasks.

➢ Challenges 

o Grasping each county needs volunteers

o Commitments and priorities 

o Understanding the procedures and processes across the NWRMB & EN

o Connecting with the region. 

➢ Areas of focus moving forward / next steps

o Build a stronger connection with regional volunteer leads 

o Better communication with county EN boards 

o Being more effective and productive to Develop the volunteer opportunities across 

NW

o
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Treasurers report - Sarah Sutton

➢ Successes
 

o Ellis & Co have prepared the accounts for the sixth year and a copy will be put onto the 
website once signed off by the Board.

o We are showing a loss this year of £7869.00 which was expected despite the  fees being 
re-introduced on the return of Netball after Covid. By supporting the return of 
Competitions and Performance.

  

o Forthcoming Fees for Next Season - Remaining the same for 2023/24 season. For 
2024/25 season we may look to increase subject to board agreement and in line with 
other regions: NW fees are currently : Over 18 =£1.00 Under 18 =£0.50   

   
o We also continue to offer support to athletes via our Bursary and Hardship Fund to help 

those who meet the criteria. https://www.netballnorthwest.org.uk/funding.html 

We have had a small number of requests this year so will continue to provide this support 
using the allocated funds.

o We have also supported Manchester Thunder by funding the umpire fees for their trials.

o Supported the One Awards for the Volunteers which was a great success along with 
Thunders presence. 

➢  Challenges 
o None to report

 

 

https://www.netballnorthwest.org.uk/funding.html
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Accounts Summary

1st September 2022 
to 31st August 2023 

Treasurers report - Sarah Sutton
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Ellis & Co Chartered 
Accountants & Business 

Advisors

4. Appointment of Auditors

Proposed by: Jenny Smith

Seconded by: Uma Ramanathan
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Regional report 

Produced by Jill Sapsford - North West Partnership & Delivery Manager
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National updates 2022 /23 

NETBALLHer

Built by The Well HQ experts with support from England Netball and our members, NETBALLHer is here to raise the bar for 

our netball family and beyond.  

During the Netball World Cup, we announced a collaboration with our Official Kit Supplier Nike, 
for every goal the Vitality Roses scored during the Netball World Cup, Nike and England Netball 
pledged a free sports bra to teenage players who currently play at the  first clubs, located 
across the country. 522 goals were scored in total, meaning that 522 sports bras have been 
pledged as part of our #brasforher initiative with Nike.  Which saw 5 clubs in the NW benefit from 
this initiative.  Including Chelsea Pitman who chose a NW club Dominoes).(picture added in after AGM)

NWC 2023
England won silver at the Netball World Cup after reaching the 
World Cup final for the very first time in South Africa.
The Vitality Roses, who beat the world number one Australia and 
reigning champions New Zealand on route to the final, were 
ultimately defeated by the Australian Diamonds 61-45 who have 
followed up their Commonwealth Games gold medal with a world 
title.  England are the first team other than Australia and New 
Zealand to play in the World Cup final since 1995.    

For more information visit the website or ask your NDO.

https://www.thewell-hq.com/
https://www.englandnetball.co.uk/
https://netballher.co.uk/
https://netballher.co.uk/
https://netballher.co.uk/
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National updates 2022 /23 

ONE Awards 

Following on from the Regional ONE Award events which saw over 1000 nominations received across the country, the 

winners of the 10 categories from each region have been invited to the National ONE Awards event that is taking place 

on Saturday 14th October at The Belfry, North Warwickshire.

2023 NPL Tournament

The Netball Performance League Tournament took place from 27th July  30th July at the University of Nottingham  an 

for them regular, highly disciplined and intense competition. After a brilliant two days of netball, the titles were taken by 

Loughborough Lightning in the U17 and U21 categories and London Pulse in the U19 section. Well done to everyone who 

helped to organise and run the event. See all the results from the weekend here.

Youth Commonwealth Games 2023

The 2023 Trinbago Commonwealth Youth Games, for athletes aged 14-18, took place between the 4th-11th August 2023, 

with the FAST5 netball competition being held from 8th-10th August. Team England beat Scotland 34-29 to secure the 

bronze medal.

Diversity and Belonging Report

EN published 2nd annual Diversity and Belonging report. 

Vitality Roses v South Africa Test Series

The Vitality Roses will welcome the Netball World Cup hosts South Africa at the end of the year for a three-match test 

series, starting in Manchester before heading to Nottingham for back-to-back weekend games. 

o Tuesday 5 December, 7pm  AO Arena, Manchester
o Saturday 9 December, 5pm  Motorpoint Arena, Nottingham
o Sunday 10 December, 2pm  Motorpoint Arena, Nottingham

https://service.englandnetball.co.uk/i/Revo5-w_cX5eQDBht2Jr7IwV0k4E95JiOnMP9hD-HME
https://d2cx26qpfwuhvu.cloudfront.net/englandnetball/static-files/diversity-and-belonging/1_cover_1.html
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North West Region/County 
Membership Data 

Number of 23/24 members on ENgage =  10721 **

**as of 25/9/23

21/22 season v 22/23 season
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National updates 2022 /23 

o Regional  - Programmes and Participation 
 Below shows the annual  for the Regional Development Team (as shared at Regional Planning Day 23/7/23)

the North West
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EN Coaching courses

• Level 1

• Level 2 *

• Walking Netball Host Training courses are Face to Face.  

Next WNHT course in the NW is at - All Hallows school, Salford -  28th 

Since 1st September 2022 here are the number of newly qualified coaches* in the NW:
Level 1 =  67**
Level 2 = 43**

Officiating courses 

• Into officiating & C award are now being held virtually and being ran centrally 
(L&D) rather than by the region.

• B award umpire courses - blended*.  

Since 1st September 2022 here are the number of newly qualified umpires in the NW**:

Into officiating =  112**
C Award = 33**
B Award = 7**

EOI  Link to the 
Expression of 

interest form for 
courses.

Contact L&D:
Coaching (courses) Officiating and CPD  qualifications@englandnetball.co.uk

*Blended = Virtual session(s) and Face to Face practical session. 

** Info taken from Engage Education management of people whose account on Engage is linked to the NW 1/9/22 1/9/23

Coaching and Officiating courses 2022 /23 

Courses are now being organised and ran centrally by Learning & Development (L&D) rather than by the region .  

find a 
course, please register 
your interest so that 
L&D can see where 

courses are needed in 
the region / county.
Using the EOI form:

https://www.englandnetball.co.uk/be-involved/coaching/courses/
https://www.englandnetball.co.uk/be-involved/officiating/courses/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejT-VrjW6t7_oFE3aPuXsVPWtacAOedismTkUZgZiOx09DDg/viewform
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSejT-VrjW6t7_oFE3aPuXsVPWtacAOedismTkUZgZiOx09DDg%2Fviewform&data=05%7C01%7C%7C78024b3f4ddd4c192e9b08da9b146e86%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637992809333063809%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mvP0ScC7vCuAo9VeeryXA3PFp6JwQR8jleFMQRHopqY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSejT-VrjW6t7_oFE3aPuXsVPWtacAOedismTkUZgZiOx09DDg%2Fviewform&data=05%7C01%7C%7C78024b3f4ddd4c192e9b08da9b146e86%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637992809333063809%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mvP0ScC7vCuAo9VeeryXA3PFp6JwQR8jleFMQRHopqY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSejT-VrjW6t7_oFE3aPuXsVPWtacAOedismTkUZgZiOx09DDg%2Fviewform&data=05%7C01%7C%7C78024b3f4ddd4c192e9b08da9b146e86%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637992809333063809%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mvP0ScC7vCuAo9VeeryXA3PFp6JwQR8jleFMQRHopqY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSejT-VrjW6t7_oFE3aPuXsVPWtacAOedismTkUZgZiOx09DDg%2Fviewform&data=05%7C01%7C%7C78024b3f4ddd4c192e9b08da9b146e86%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637992809333063809%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mvP0ScC7vCuAo9VeeryXA3PFp6JwQR8jleFMQRHopqY%3D&reserved=0
mailto:qualifications@englandnetball.co.uk
https://engage.englandnetball.co.uk/coursefinder
https://engage.englandnetball.co.uk/coursefinder
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National updates 2022 /23 

o Partnerships Update & Other News
 

The delivery team (NDOs and NDCCs) have had yet another successful but challenging year, as we have tried to navigate the recovery of

sessions following covid. We have also had to contend with the cost-of-living crisis that has seen local communities and in particular women,

make choices in regard to paying to go to their netball sessions. With the continued increase in facility cost the team have done an incredible job

in ensuring the people in the North West have been able to access Netball across all 5 counties and have delivered some existing new and

continued projects. The team have worked tirelessly to establish an array of partners over the last 6 months who are now delivering or plan to

deliver netball sessions, these include but are not limited to:

UniteHER  UniteHER created in 2022, a partnership between England Netball and the Greater Manchester Violence Reduction Unit. The aim of 
the annual event is to bring together working professionals (paramedics, policewomen, armed forces, social workers, probation offers etc.) and 
girls aged 11- ucation ran an 
interactive workshop on healthy relationships. We were also lucky enough to receive a visit from the Manchester Thunder and Future Roses 
player Ella Bowen.

HMP & YOI Styal  Starting in 2022, the partnership saw weekly delivery in HMP & YOI to prisoners of varying age. Due to the successfulness of 
the project, the prison have funded a 10-week block for a structured project to begin. The current block was started with a Netball World Cup 
watch party to allow the prisoners an opportunity to watch elite netball. Each session has a netball focus as well as social skills theme 
(perseverance, collaboration etc.). At the end of the 10-week block, we will be holding a tournament for all the players, as well as prison staff. 
Family will also be invited to witness their relative achieve a certificate. Discussions are ongoing about creating a national partnership linking all 
female prisons and their local NDO / NDCC, as well as course training opportunities for the prisoners.

City of Sanctuary  This partnership runs across Greater Manchester and Lancashire. City of Sanctuary are an organised who provide activities for refugee 

and asylum seeker families. Funding has been secured to allow for weekly netball sessions. So far, we have been able to offer netball to both men and women of 
differing life stages. In Greater Manchester, we are also piloting with Greater Manchester Moving as to how we can encourage refugee and asylum seekers to get 
involved in volunteering.

Age UK Blackburn with Darwen  In July we reestablished a working relationship with Age UK Blackburn with Darwen in Lancashire. This 
partnership involves the delivery of a Walking Netball session in an LSEG area. We have engaged over 15 ladies new to netball and also had one 

ball. We have also 
developed a new qualified walking netball host to deliver the sessions voluntarily who is taking them from strength to strength both on and off 
the court.

Merseyside - Louise Moss is in process of setting up a partnership with www.changegrowlive.org working with drug and alcohol 
rehabilitation (Wirral ways). 

Gtr Manchester  Danielle is setting up a partnership with Langdon college. A site for young people aged 16 to 25 with special 
educational needs.

http://www.changegrowlive.org/
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Regional Staff 2022 /23 

North West  Sept 2023

Partnership & Delivery Manager - Jill Sapsford 

Regional Officer  Helen Dulson

Team Leader  Vacant

Netball Development Officers
Cumbria  Ashley Taylor

Lancashire  ~Stephanie Hastwell
Gtr Manchester  Abbey Barry

Merseyside  Louise Moss
Cheshire  Nichola Foulkes

Netball Development Community Coaches
Gtr Manchester  Danielle Colebourne

Merseyside  Jewel Uchegbu

The region and counties saw some staffing changes during 22/23 

-  Partnership & Delivery Manager  Jill Sapsford took over from Caer Harrison who left the organisation in December.
- Lancashire NDO  - Eliza Morgan moved to Central Warriors at the end of August and Stephanie Hastwell started at the 

NDCC for Lancashire and has now moved to the role of NDO
-  Merseyside NDCC - Jewel Uchegbu returned from maternity leave & Katie Lambeth who was her maternity cover left us.
-    Greater Manchester NDCC - Danielle started in the role in October 2022.
-    Team Leader  Vacant since Eliza left 
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5. Election of Regional Board Members

❑ Chair:   Jenny Taylor

❑ Communications: Richard Baxter

Re-election

Proposed by: Chris McCall

Seconded by: Estelle Graham

Proposed by: Anne Wignall

Seconded by: Uma Ramanathan
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And finally, a

  

 BIG! 

THANK YOU!!....
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